Azithromycin and dentistry - a useful agent?
Azithromycin has recently replaced clindamycin oral suspension for prop hylaxis of infective endocarditis (IE) in children. It is also currently recommended by the American Heart Association as an alternative to penicillin, along with clindamycin for prophylaxis of infective endocarditis in adults. The objectives of this paper were to firstly, review the current literature on the efficacy of azithromycin as a suitable prophylactic agent in the prevention of infective endocarditis; and secondly, to review its pharmacological properties as a suitable therapeutic agent in the management of odontogenic infections. A review of the literature. The available evidence from animal models on infective endocarditis supports the efficacy of this drug as a prophylactic agent against oral streptococci. The pharmacological properties of this agent would make it a very promising therapeutic adjunct in the management of odontogenic infections. At present there are only a small number of studies available with valuable data on the efficacy of this relatively new drug. Further investigations comparing this compound with other commonly used adjuncts would be of great benefit.